BOOK ONE

ff It is no concern of the thoughtful traveller's whether
what he says is familiar or strange, agreeable or un-
acceptable, to the prejudiced or to the wise. His only
concern is to keep his fidelity to truth and man: to say
simply, and if he can, fearlessly, what he has learned
and concluded. If he be mistaken, his errors will be
all the less pernicious for being laid open to correction.
If he be right, there will be so much accession, be it
little or much, to the wisdom of mankind. Either
way, lie will have discharged his errand; and it is so
important to him to have done that, that he will think
little in comparison of how his avowals will be1 re-
ceived by any man, or any number of men."
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